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Perestroıka and Asian nations Is ıt legiumat to 
connect the two? Indeed, perestroika is a domestic con 
cern of the Soviet Union But it 1s equally true that the 
domestic and foreign policy of a country are organically 
interrelated, and a change in one inevitably entails new 
approaches in the other 

By virtue of the Soviet Union s international standing 
a change in its home policies has, objectively speaking, 
implications for the whole world, Asia included 

Some two or three years ago the world had never 
heard of the words perestroika and glasnost Now they 
need no translauon Thus is not to say that the meaning of 
these words is totally clear abroad 

Here is what leading Indian journalist Nikhil Chakra 
vartty, editor of the Delhi weekly Mainstream, wrote after 
his visit to the Soviet Union in early 1988 1 had heard 
about glasnost, but I could not believe the extent to 
which it had already gone and the rapidity with which it 
15 overtaking all departments of hfe Wherever I have 
gone in these days I have been struck by the intensity of 
enquiry there is questioning everywhere, and ques 
honıng of everything Marxs reputed injunction 
‘Doubt everything’ seems to have come true here in 
Moscow 

"Three years ago, when Mikhail Gorbachev first 
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talked of perestroika, ıt was taken at least by many 
abroad as just a drive for reconstructing economic 
management " 

Indeed, it was seen abroad as yet another political, 
even propaganda, campaign, as "a cosmetic measure , 
as "an overhaul of the ailing Soviet economy” There 
was talk of hberalisation,” of “a desire in the Soviet 
Union for Western style democracy,” and of “mtroduc 
ing capitalist elements in the Soviet economy 

Eventually, the understanding dawned that the 
changes in the Soviet Union were serious and enduring 
In March 1988, two years after the 27th Congress of 
the Soviet Communist Party which inaugurated the re- 
form programme, the Japanese newspaper Mainichi 
carrıed an article which contained this indicative ad 
mission We seem to be witnessing a major overhaul of 
Soviet policies, which creates the basis for major 
changes in the future It is about time we moved away 
from the stereotyped notion of the Soviet Union as a 
closed society However, the Soviet economy is sull at 
a level which is surpnsingly inadequate to the creative 
potential and professional standards of the Soviet peo- 
ple For this reason, we cannot discount the possibility 
of extremely fast economic development in the country, 
given the necessary impetus The ongoing changes are 
intended to ensure the wise use of the realism and flex 
ibility inherent in the Soviet people Already, this com 
bination 1s having a marked effect on international af 
fairs, causing the Western public to reconsider their 
ideas of the Soviet Union." 

Well, a better world opinion 1s already an achıeve- 
ment. But the aims of the perestroika effort go far be- 
yond that. What are these ams? What is being done to 
achieye them? What is the relationship between the 
domestic and international aspects of perestroika? What 
are its implications for the international commumty, for 
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Asa ın partıcular ? These questions are being asked by a 
lot of people, which 1s natural, considenng Soviet influ 
ence in the world This work attempts to give answers to 
these questions 

Admittediy, realısıng the senousness of the current 
changes ın the Soviet Union does not necessarily 
amount to understanding their basic purpose and inter 
national significance What ıs most important ın this 
sense? 

In February 1986 the 27th CPSU Congress made fas 
ter social and economic development of the country its 
top domestic pnonty, thus determining its international 
strategy, which, basically, means action to prevent nuc 
lear war, to stop the arms race and achieve disarma 
ment, and to safeguard and promote world peace Pere 
stroika 1s expected to take quite some time, its ultimate 
aim being a profound renewal of all aspects of social life 
promotion of the most advanced forms of social orga 
nisauon under socialism, and the tapping of the full 
potential of the humanıstıc character of the Soviet sys 
tem ın all crucial aspects economic, social. political 
and moral Perestroika 15 thus revolutionary in essence 
This period is crucial for the country's future 

The plans relating to perestroika are truly wide-rang 
ing and their implementation calls for a lasung peace 
That exactly is the main plank of perestroika philosophy, 
the key to understanding Soviet foreign policy today 
ın the world as a whole and in Asia and the Pacific in 
particular 

In fact, that explains what pnonties the Soviet Union 
has on the world scene These prionties have not 
changed since the time of Lenin, since the Decree on 
Peace, which urged peace among natıons the very next 
day after the accomplishment of the Socialist Revolution 
on November 7 1917 Peace has always been the ideal 
of socialism, for socialism benefits from peace Yet it 
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would be an oversimphification to interpret this stand ın 
purely pragmatic terms saying that the immense chal 
lenge of perestroika compels the Soviet Union to come 
forward with one peace initiative after another Yes, in 
deed, we stand to gain from peace, from ending wars, 
violence and the arms race We want to see international 
conditions conducive to progress inside the country 

But peace is not beneficial to socialism alone Peace is 
a human value and an objective global need The un 
derstanding of that is increasingly evident now, because 
it flows from the realities of the day 

It has taken the human race a long time and a great 
deal of suffenng to realise that the world is integral and 
ınterrelated, and we all are passengers ın one spaceship 
called Earth When Yun Gagann became the first man 
ın space Jawaharlal Nehru said “Now that man s hon 
zons have broadened so much, 1t would be foolish and 
short sighted to think of wars on such a small planet as 
the Earth " 

Today, man s honzons have broadened so much that 
it 1s utterly foolish and short sighted to talk of wars 
Now it is a matter of surviving together or dying to- 
gether The world today has to make a choice between 
destroying nuclear weapons and being destroyed by 
them 

Thus attitude 15 at the heart of the Soviet Union s m- 
ternational policies A sound dialectical analysis of the 
actual circumstances of our time has led to the realisa 
tion of the need to rethink approaches to them, resultıng 
in à new political outlook adequate to the realities of the 
nuclear and space age 

This new political philosophy emphasıses that the 
human race has a common destiny, and that nuclear 
power relationships, national independence, disarma 
ment and development, population and environment are 
all bound together in one tight knot. [t cannot be un 
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done and the world cannot be saved and preserved if we 
fail to stop once and for all thınkıng and acting in line 
with the age-old concepts of war as something accept 
able and permissible Such was the conclusion made in 
the policy report to the 27th CPSU Congress 
The world has seen 14 500 wars over the past five 
mıllenma 
The Soviet Unions new political philosophy means 
renunciation of war and power politics in general It also 
means an in-depth understanding of the realities of the 
nuclear and space age Scientists estimate that the world 
has now stockpiled some 18 000 megatons of nuclear 
warheads, whose yield is thousands of times that of all 
the explosives used in World War II which claimed 55 
million numan lives 
With weapons which have put ın question the future 
of civilisation itself, mankind must take action for its 
survival otherwise it will destroy itself 
New political philosophy means the awareness of this 
situation, and the understanding of the following 
if the human race is to continue, all nuclear wea 
pons must be destroyed and space militarisation pre 
vented 
no weapon and no technology can resolve the in 
volved problems of the modern world That can be 
done only by people, and only by political means, 
through negotiation, 
nuclear war can produce no victors, 
decisive military supenonty is unachievable, 
security can only be mutual, 
all countries and peoples must take part ın fur 
thering peace and secunty 
Having put forth a concept of comprehensive inter 
national security the Soviet Union has also specified the 
ways of building it. 
First and foremost, the proposed security system must 
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be underpinned by measures in the mılıtary field, ın 
cluding the following fundamental steps renunciation by 
nuclear powers of war, whether nuclear or conventional, 
against one another and against third nations, preven 
tion of an arms race in space cessation of all nuclear 
tesung and total elimination of nuclear weapons, a ban 
on chemical weapons and their destruction, reduction in 
the military capabilities of nations to levels of reason 
able sufficiency under stringent verification, disbanding 
of mılıtary alliances and, as a first step, a pledge not to 
expand them or set up new ones, and commensurate 
cuts in defence budgets 

Apart from military detente, an all-embracing security 
system will call for action on political, economic. and 
humanitanan issues. While recognising the importance 
of any effort to improve the world political chmate, the 
Soviet secunty concept places special emphasis on ac 
tion to end the arms race, in partıcular the nuclear arms 
race 

Cuts ın nuclear armounes and their eventual elımı 
nation would go a long way toward improving the inter 
natıonal climate and facılıtatıng Third World develop- 
ment. There is an obvious causal relationship between 
the 1,190 billion dollar Third World debt and the more 
than one trilhon dollar increase ın US arms spending 
over the past decade US mılıtarısm 15 battening on this 
race, intensifying ıt and drawing more developing coun 
tries into it 

The arms race and exploitation. of the developing 
countries are two aspects of the same problem, which is 
a conflict of interest between ımperialısm and the deve- 
loping countnes and peoples In the early 80s the per 
capita income in the Third World was 11 times lower 
than that in the ındustnalised capitalist countries. This 
gap 15 widening It is safe to say that the ımperialıst sys 
tem endures largely at the expense of the developung 
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countnes, which it ruthlessly exploits and plunders 
Over the past decade alone, the profits siphoned off by 
US multinationals from the developing countries have 
quadrupled their investments 

Exploitation and the arms race cause poverty and fa 
mine Every minute the world spends 1 5 million dollars 
on arms at a time when just one per cent of global 
arms spending would enable 200 million starving child 
ren to be fed a normal diet 

Peace and disarmament provide the key to develop 
ment The Soviet Union favours a joint consideration of 
world economic issues and prospects and of the rela 
tionship between disarmament and development at in 
ternational forums On the economic front, the Soviet 
security concept seeks a new world order that would 
guarantee equal economic secunty for all natıons 

Finally, ıf an all-embracing system of international 
secunty is to be established, there must be closer and 
more productive cooperation among governments, pol 
ıtıcal parties and mass organisations and movements 
which are really concerned over the destimes of peace 
on Earth, and among all nations The hundreds of 
countries and peoples of the world have their own dif 
ferent, and legtimate interests and one common and 
fundamental task, that of building a world where, in the 
words of the historic Delhi Declaration, human lıfe 
must be recognised as supreme", and peaceful coexist 
ence must be the basis of international relations " 

Not only does the Soviet Union proclaım the pnnci 
ples of its new political outlook, it 1s translating them 
into dynamic and consistent policies, into practical ac 
tion. Witness the Soviet plan to rid mankind of nuclear 
arms by the year 2000, unveiled by Mikhail Gorbachev 
on January 15, 1986, the Soviet US summit meetings in 
Geneva, Reykjavik, Washington and Moscow, and So- 
viet US accords What has helped to bring about these 
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accomplishments is the peace effort by socialist coun 
tries by the Six Nation initiative, by the Non Alıgned 
Movement, indeed, by all people of goodwill crusading 
for peace and by those in the West whose positions are 
based on common sense This is indicative of the in 
creased potential of the peace forces today, and evi 
dence of the new outlook having a favourable effect on 
world politics 

The principal objective today is to exclude war from 
ıntematıonal politics We can only move toward this 
goal with due regard to the interests of all balancing 
and furthering these interests The realities of the day 
impel a rethinking even of the fundaments of our phi 
losophical atutudes to the world around us The pivotal 
point here is the combination of class motivated. and 
human pnnciples in world development The threat of 
nuclear disaster looming like the sword of Damocles 
the worsening global problems, the growing inter 
dependence in the world and the need for international 
cooperation in handling all these issues al) underline 
the pnonty of human values as the be-all and end all of 
practical politics 

Far from everyone ın the world was at first prepared 
to grasp the meaning of the Delhi Declaration, which 15 
not an ordinary document Nikhil Chakravartty again 
"When Gorbachev signed with Rajıv Gandhi the Delhi 
Declaration, 1ts language and content struck me as 
something unusual, something which was differ 
ent from the protocols statements and communiques 
associated for so long with the Soviet leaders The Dec 
laratıon enjomed that human lıfe must be recognised as 
supreme: that non violence should be the basis of com 
munity hfe that conditions must be guaranteed for the 
individual s harmonıous development Such thoughts 
were never found before in the official pronouncements 
of government leaders " 
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Indeed, that is so A document like the Delhi Declar 
ation could not possibly have come into being earlıer lt 
ts a product of the new political outlook for its serves to 
promote the understanding of peace as supreme bt 
cause India and the Soviet Union do more than just lay 
down principles for a world free of violence and nuclear 
arms they are acting in line with them on the world 
scene 

Perestroika and the new way of thinking advocated by 
the Soviet Union are organıcally interrelated the former 
being at once the beginning and the result of the latter 
It 15 the Soviet Union that has given the world the for 
mula and pnnciples for new political thinking which are 
strong and viable because they express the interests 
common to the whole of humankind 


II. THERE CAN BE NO 
PEACE UNLESS ASIA 
PLAYS HER PART 


The new outlook, which 1s to replace the old con 
frontationist attıtudes will be increasingly efficient and 
effective as it gains ground and catches on worldwide 
The new philosophy is strong and viable because it has 
a universal character and takes account of the specific 
features of the modern world as a whole and some of its 
regions in particular 


One principal postulate of the new outlook empha 
sıses the need to be aware of one great reality of the 
modern world that the more than one hundred 
countries of Asia, Afnca and Latin America now play 
an independent role ın world polincs And not only the 
need to be aware of this reality as such, but to recognise 

in deeds as well as in words the night of every na 
поп to arrange their Ше and their future on their own, 
without interference from wathout. The new outlook re- 
quires a break with the mental attitudes and concepts 
dating back to the time of colonial empires, when the 
Third World was regarded as a Western domain. 


The new outlook means the understanding that the 
future of mankind largely depends on how the Third 
World will further develop It implies that the respon 
sibility for ensunng that Third World nations can tap 
their full and vast potential ın the name of world prog 
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ress 15 not Just the responsibility of these countnes 
themselves 

Unarguably, the said tenets have direct bearing on the 
Asia Pacific region. In fact, one approach flowing from 
the new political philosophy and from the clear under 
standing and consideration of objective realities was set 
out by the 27th CPSU Congress It particularly empha 
sised the importance the Soviet Union attached to Asia 
and the Pacific, calling on the nations of the region to 
take immediate action on their own and look for ways 
of coordinating and eventually pooling their efforts to 
find political solutions to sensitive issues, as well as tak 
ing the edge off military confrontation in parts of Asia 
and stabılısıng the situation there 

The rationale behind this approach is this 

First, for every nation peace begins at home Two- 
thirds of Soviet terntory is ın Asia. Hence the Soviet 
concern about peace and secunty ın the common Asian 
house It ıs of vital importance to the Soviet Union that 
Asia and the adjoınıng regions see a better political 
climate and a lasung peace and stability 

Secondly, the world today is so interdependent that 
we can no longer speak of universal secunty if the im 
portant and vast region of Asia and the Pacific stays 
away from the efforts to bring it about 

Thırdiy, the East, Asia and the Pacific basin are 
developing at an increasingly faster pace That 15 the re 
gion of the future where the centre of world politics will 
most likely be shifting ın the next century 

Fourth, Asian problems are even more sensitive and 
pressing than those in other parts of the world That 
naturally gives cause for concern in the Soviet Union, 
the more so as Asia has no problem handling traditions 
or procedures of the sort that exist, say ın Europe, such 
as the Helsinki process Of course, a more active Soviet 
policy in respect of Asia and the Pacific is not someth 
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ing totally new, nor is it what some in the West describe 
as a Soviet offensive" in Asia and the Pacific Asia has 
always been in the focus of Soviet foreign policy, a pol 
icy which has always sought peace and stability Not that 
the Soviet Union claims the rıght to play a special role 
there Yet it does not want any other nation to play it. 
The Soviet Union urges the establishment of the condi 
tions for improving the situation and overhauling rela 
tionships with due regard to the interests of all countnes 
and through balancing these interests The Soviet Union 
does not want the region to be lorded over by anyone It 
stands for genuine equality, cooperation and universal 
security 

The situation ın the regon 1s complex and largely 
contradictory There are quite a few historical experi 
ences in the region which make mutual understanding 
difficult, and the arms buildup here is gaining a danger 
ous momentum In 1985 arms spending in Japan and 
South Korea, for instance, was up 150 per cent and 400 
per cent on 1975, respectively According to the Lon 
don based Institute for Strategic Studies, military ex 
penditure in the region ın 1985 totalled 560 billion 
dollars more than two-thirds of overall defence outlays 
in the world 

Significantly, the mılıtarısatıor of the region has in 
tensified since the latter half of the 70s, when the US 
Started a new spiral of the arms race, including nuclear 
weapons The US is, ın effect, a vehicle for regional 
mulitansaton At the bedrock of US policy is the doc 
trıne of what is termed neoglobalism, which means dis 
regard of the accepted prıncıples of international. rel 
ations, violation of national sovereignty, and attempts to 
prevent the peoples of the world from building their 
way of life according to their own wishes. 

That the US acts in line with such a doctrine is wit 
nessed by its armed actions. against Lebanon and Libya, 
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flagrant ınterference ın the İran Iraq war, the Irangate 
scandal, and the US naval buildup ın the Persian Gulf 
Punjab, the Tamil issue and attempts to use it against 
India, the undeclared war against Kampuchea, the de 
facto annexation of Micronesia, meddling in the Philip- 
pines and pressure on New Zealand all xemphfy im 
perialist intervention and dictatorial practices 

The US aim is to turn the Asia Pacific regon into yet 
another arena for military and politcal confrontation 
with the Soviet Union and the forces of national libera 
tion In particular, the US seeks to make Japan a key 
link on the anti Soviet "eastern front", to turn its bila 
teral military relanonships with Tokyo and Seoul into a 
tnangle, and to stop anti nuclear feeling spreading in the 
South Pacific, and to give military and politcal over 
tones to Pacific integration, drawing. the Association of 
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) into a closed 

community " 

As 1t works to establish an "eastern front", US impe- 
nalism is also seeking to make up for the loss of its 
strategic positions in South East Asia following the de 
feat in Vietnam, and in the Persian Gulf after the fall of 
the Shah of Iran Having lost the foothold in Iran, US 
strategısts placed their reliance on Pakistan, and for 
many years now the US has been using its territory as a 
base for waging an undeclared war against Afghanistan 
and for scheming against India. 

In South Asia, the US has long been exploiung dif 
ferences between Pakistan and India. In. South East 
Asia, it is anxious to keep up tensions on the Tha: 
Kampuchean border, looking to intensify fnctions be- 
tween ASEAN and Indochina and prevent dialogue be- 
tween them. 

The record of history indicates that Washington ig 
nores the interests of the nations of the region, their 
aspirations and desire for peace and good neighbourly 
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relations and their efforts to promote development and 
ward off the nuclear threat In the postwar penod, the 
US has used armed force in Asia on about 230 occa 
sions, nearly bringing nuclear weapons into play ın 33 
cases The US is building up its military presence and nuc 
lear capability, setting up bases and facilites for the 
Rapid Deployment Force The US keeps as many as 
360 000 troops in the regon and has 32 bases in Japan 
and 40 in South Korea. 

The US 7th Fleet ships 70 per cent of which carry 
nuclear weapons are cruising off the Asian coasts of the 
Pacific and Indian oceans The Fleet includes Ohio class 
submarınes equipped with Trident missiles and capable 
of carrying 192 warheads each mth a total yield of 15 
megatons 1,500 times the destructive power of the 
Hiroshima bomb 

Apart from the fast buildup of its own military capa 
bility the US 15 militarising its relationship with Japan 
and South Korea, planning to set up a bloc with Tokyo 
and Seoul 

Soviet motives in the region are quite different The 
Soviet stand on Asia and the Pacific is based on the re- 
cognition of the realities existing there, and 1s prompted 
by the sincere desire to work together with other 
nations and promote new and equitable relations in the 
region 

The starting point of the new Soviet attitude might 
well have been the Soviet Indian summit in May 1985, 
when Mikhail Gorbachev said "Taking into account 
previous initiatives and, in some measure, the expen 
ence of Europe too, perhaps we would do well to think 
of a common integrated approach to secunty in Asia 
and consider concerted action by Asian nations on this 
front” That gave nse to the idea of an Asian Helsinki", 
which ts innovative progressive and appropnate 

Admittedly, it 15 hard to identify proper approaches 
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io secunty issues ın a region where the situation 1s so 
involved and volatile Unlike Europe, Asia has not de 
veloped appropriate negotiating procedures Indeed the 
postwar years ın Europe have seen frequent East West 
talks which have helped work out proper mechanisms 
A series of meetings and conferences led to the Helsinki 
Final Act. This process 1s going on, with. Geneva and 
Vienna playing the important role of inter agents 
Nothing lıke thus is happening in Asıa. In fact, the region 
is just embarking on the road which Europe has largely 
covered 

One should not refuse to start out on a journey just 
because the road ahead is long and arduous An Азап 
Helsinki," of course, is not something to be undertaken 
today or perhaps even tomorrow Yet the idea per se is 
to lead us to a common objective Then again, it was not 
spun out of thin arr, rather, ıt was put forward with ref 
erence to the higtorical experience of concerted action 
by Asian nations themselves Let us look at Asia s con 
trıbution in this sense 

Asia 15 the birthplace of the non alignment concept, 
the non aligned movement today being a powerful 
and constructive peace force It brings together more 
than one hundred most diverse countries and organis 
ations, and provides a forum for mutual understanding 
and collective decision making Clearly, this valuable 
experience can be instrumental in the efforts to bnng 
peace and stabılıty to the Asia Pacific region. 

It was Asia, India to be precise, that hosted a confer 
ence on intra Asian relations over March 23 Apri 2, 
1947 It gathered 28 Asian nations, including delegates 
from the Soviet Central Asian and Transcaucasian re- 
publics and from Kazakhstan. That forum did much to 
promote the idea of Asian unity Its experience is rele 
vant even today as an example for building the basis 
for Asian sohdanty Indeed, if that forum was possible 
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more than 40 years ago, even before the polıtıcal inde 
pendence of Asian nations, a similar forum cap well be 
held today 

The sponsor of the 1947 conference, India has been 
the prime mover of the Six Nation Initiative (Argent 
na, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and Tanzania), 
whose efforts to promote peace and disarmament are an 
appreciable factor in politics today 

Finally, dunng Mikhail Gorbachev's visit to India ın 
1986 New Delhi saw the signing of the Delhi Declara 
tion on Pnnciples for a Nuclear Weapon Free and 
Non Violent World, which shows mankind a way of 
averting a nuclear holocaust 

As to the common prıncıples governing the relations 
between states and approaches to resolving existing dif 
ferences, here again Asia has contnbuted to world 
practice. The Panchsheel and Bandung principles have 
lost none of their international importance today In 
fact, there 15 a historical consistency, continuity and or 
ganic link between the three history making documents 
promulgated ın Asia Panchsheel, the ten Bandung 
principles, and the Delhi Declaranon The latter docu 
ment is anchored in the reahties of the space and nuclear 
age and encapsulates the basic ıdeas of its forerunners 
If guided by the prıncıples set out ın the Declaration, the 
nations of different systems will not only be able to co- 
exist peacefully but, most important, will be able to as 
sure global survival 

Acting ın line with these principles, Asian nations can 
promote new, and cquitable, relationships between 
themselves amid peace and stability And the increased 
public awareness of the need to bring that about will 
make concerted action all the more urgent. 

What is evident in Asian affairs 15 a certain stereo- 
typed thinking, a fear that the problems which have 
been pılıng up for centunes and decades will never go 
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That too calls for a change ın attitudes The important 
thing is to make a start This view seems to be gaming 
ground in the Asia Pacific region 

Indıcatıvely Maharajakrıshna Rasgotra, a prominent 
Indıan publıc figure and career dıplomat who now 
heads the Internatıonal Instıtute for South Asıan and 
Pacific Studies, says that an Asian forum like the Hel 
sınkı Conference ın Europe 1s virtually ımpossıble to 
convene So the first move should be to bring together 
only leading Asian nations, the Soviet Union and the US 
being invited to attend A conference of six or eight 
countries could lay the ground for an Asian secunty 
system and work out its basic principles Later on, other 
countnes would join the process The other alternative, 
according to Mr Rasgotra, is not to divide European 
and Asian secunty but see it as one whole, as Eurasian 
secunty from the Atlantic to the Pacific A conference 
of Asian and European countnes to handle issues of 
Asian security could be convened at first with limited 
participation 

This view can be contested but it would be more 
expedient to analyse it, regarding it as a subject essential 
to all discussions and guests Indeed, the idea of an 
“Asian Helsinki”, in the words of Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who first floated ıt, “was put forward as a kind of working 
hypothesis, or, to be more precise as an invitation to 
discussion. The similarity to Helsinki 1s explained by the 
fact that the world community does not yet have any 
other experience of this kind It does not mean, how 
ever, that the European model can be transplanted to 
Asia Pacific soil But ın our time any international ex 
periment has some general, global traits " 

The Soviet Union calls for the imaginative application 
of European expenence with due regard to actual cir 
cumstances, and not just its mechanical projection onto 
Аза. The present Soviet approach to the affairs of the 
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Asia Pacific region is reducing all positive historical and 
recent experience amassed by the nations of this vast 
region to the same denominator, taking into considera 
tion the objectively favourable processes going on here, 
and making that serve one common task of vital ım 
portance guaranteeing the nght of nations to free and 
peaceful development. 

Thus approach, which was mapped out by the 27th 
CPSU Congress, later found expression in the proposals, 
ideas and initiatives spelt out by Mikhail Gorbachev in 
Vladivostok in July of 1986, in New Delhi ın November 
that year, in an interview with the Indonesian newspaper 
Merdeka in the spring of 1987, and in his book Peres 
troika. New Thinking for Our Country and the World. 

These set out the basic tenets of Soviet Asian policy 
However, it ıs a matter of convention to call it Asian. In 
actual fact, ıt is universal in substance, which is the un 
derstanding of the need for world peace Based on the 
new political outlook, which implies that national, re- 
gonal and international secunty are inseparable and 
indivisible, this. policy 1s being consistently translated 
into practice İt 1s organıc to the grand peace strategy 
pursued by the Soviet Union, which acts ın line with two 
dialectically interrelated principles. First, the need for 
the Asia Pacific region to join the general process of 
building an all-embracing system of international secur 
Чу Second, the understanding that action for world 
peace and disarmament, all steps in thus direction, all 
contribute to peace and stability in the Asia Pacific re- 
gion 

Efforts to launch and promote a peace and security 
process in Asta must be more energetic and consistent. 
In fact, that is the sum and substance of the Soviet 
stand, which is in harmony with the interests of Asian 
nations and their histoncal aspirations 

“In this atomic age Asia will have to function effect 
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ıvely in the maintenance of peace Indeed there can be 
no peace unless Asıa plays her part There ıs today 
confhct ın many countries, and all of us ın Asıa are full 
of our own troubles Nevertheless, the whole spırıt and 
outlook of Asıa are peaceful, and the emergence of Asıa 
ın world affaırs wıll be a powerful ınfluence for world 
peace” 

Nehru said this more than 40 years ago at the first 
conference on intra Asian relations Today these words 
sound more vitally relevant than ever 


19 


ПІ. A DIFFICULT YET 
REALISTIC OBJECTIVE 


The Soviet Union urges simultaneous action for peace 
and stability ın Asia on all fronts military, politcal, 
economic and humanitarian, with the military area un 
arguably the most important. The top priority now is to 
stop the arms buildup and proliferation of nuclear wea 
pons in the region 

Respecting the opinion and concern voiced by Asian 
nations the Soviet Union took a very significant step 
when ıt agreed to what is termed "global double zero" 
on intermediate and shorter range missiles The Soviet 
US INF Treaty means less nuclear weaponry in the 
Asia Pacific region Importantly, in a unilateral move, 
the Soviet Union is dismantling such missiles in the east 
of the country too 

The Soviet Union is doing so in the belief that this 
move cannot fail to have a favourable effect on the 
overall situation in the region, and that И can and must 
serve as a catalyst for senous regional dialogue on nuc 
lear arms issues A dialogue of this kind was suggested 
by Mikhail Gorbachev in his speech ın Vladivostok ın 
July 1986 and in his interview to Merdeka ut July 1987 
So far there has been no response from the major pot 
ental partners in such a dialogue 

The Soviet Union also stands ready to commit itself 
not to increase the number of its nuclear-capable air 
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craft in the Asian part of the country provided the US 
will not deploy in Asta more nuclear weapons that can 
reach Soviet terntory 

What is important today is to further the process set 
off by the INF Treaty working for a 50 per cent cut in 
Soviet and US strategic offensive arms A treaty to this 
effect would open up real prospects for building a nuc 
lear free world, as well as help scale down the nuclear 
threat and ensure secunty in the Asia Pacific regon US 
nuclear weapons deployed in Asia and in the Indian and 
Pacific oceans account for a considerable portion of US 
total nuclear capability The US has in the region over 
2,000 warheads of vanous types, and keeps here its 
second largest overseas force comprising 180 warships 
and more than 1,100 combat aircraft, ruclear capable 
included The US carner group ın the Indian Ocean has 
dozens of nuclear armed planes, and nuclear arms de 
pots are under construction on Diego Garcia 

A Soviet US treaty halving strategic arsenals would 
considerably reduce the nuclear danger in the Asia Pa 
cıfic region, giving fresh impetus to the efforts to nd the 
region of the nuclear arms curse 

What could also help the cause of nuclear disarma 
ment in the Asia Pacific region 1s the commitment not 
to be the first to use nuclear weapons The Soviet Union 
and China have long since made a no-first use pledge 

It would be a step of practical importance if all Asian 
natons whıch do not possess nuclear weapons under 
took not to have, manufacture or import nuclear arms, 
and if the nuclear powers pledged themselves not to use 
nuclear weapons against such countries and to respect 
their non nuclear principles The Soviet Union 1s pre- 
pared to have thus pledge enshrined in a treaty 

Compliance with these principles ın Аза is by no 
means a theoretical question [n fact, it implies non 
prohferaton of nuclear weapons, an issue of consider 
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able relevance to, say, South Asıa Compoundıng the 
situation is the desire of the Zia ul Hag regime to have 
its own nuclear bomb The regime has now come close 
to developing и Pakistan s nuclear ambitions are being 
encouraged by the US, which, after wavering a bit for 
the sake of public relations, has approved a further 4 02 
billion dollar programme of largely military aid to Pa 
kistan Under the programme, Islamabad is expected to 
receive modern technology, including AWACS early 
warning aircraft. Pakistan has dozens of nuclear-capable 
F 16 fighter bombers, supplied under the previous US 
Pakistani deal worth over 3 bıllıon dollars 

At a time of strenous efforts to banish nuclear wea 
pons from the world at a time of Soviet US dialogue on 
arms control, the determination of the Zia ul Haq re- 
gime to be part of the nuclear club and the virtual conniv 
ance of the US at thus nuclear proliferation serve to show 
that Washington and Islamabad still adhere to certain 
mental stereotypes and outdated views, acting in disre- 
gard of the actual realities of the day and the will and 
aspirations of world nations 

For all the complexity of the Asia Pacific. picture, 
which is a patchwork of dark and lıght colours, its 
overall composition is certainly anti nuclear. And the 
possibility of movement toward the elimination of nuc 
lear weapons from Asia does exist. In fact, this move- 
ment has already begun, with Soviet апа nuclear efforts 
coupled with positive action by other nations 

Of great importance in this sense are proposals to cre- 
ate nuclear free zones and zones of peace in the region. 
The Soviet Union, of course, supports these initiatives. 
One signal development was the Rarotonga Treaty, 
which declared the South Pacific nuclear free The So- 
viet Union was the first nuclear power to have signed 
Protocols 2 and 3 of the Treaty, thus pledging stnct 
compliance with the nuclear tree status of the South 
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Pacific. North Korea and Indonesia have called for 
nuclear-free zones to be set up in the Korean Peninsula 
and in South-East Asia, respectively. 

What is absolutely essential for fostering confidence 
and cooperation in Asia is to make the Indian Ocean a 
zone of peace. The Soviet Union is fully committed to 
the UN Declaration to this effect, co-sponsored by a 
number of non-aligned nations of the region. Develop- 
ments in the volatile Persian Gulf underline the vital 
need for putting the Declaration into practice. 

The establishment of a peace zone in the Indian 
Ocean means, of course, a reduction in foreign military 
presence, the elimination of all foreign bases and mil- 
itary installations there, non-deployment of nuclear and 
other weapons of mass destruction, compliance with the 
basic principles and norms of behaviour, including 
non-use of the Indian Ocean for any threat or use of 
force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
independence of any littoral or hinterland state of the 
Indian Ocean, and the right to free and unimpeded use 
of the zone by the vessels of all nations. 

The Soviet Union takes the view that the creation of a 
zone of peace in the region would guarantee normalisa- 
tion of the situation in the Indian Ocean and its demil- 
itarisation, and would go some way toward turning the 
whole of Asia into a zone of peace and cooperation, 
something which can be achieved through concerted 
efforts by Asian nations using an integrated approach, 
through talks and consultations at bilateral and regional 
level. 

The Soviet Union has never made a secret of the fact 
that it has its own legitimate national and political inter- 
ests in the Indian Ocean, which, however, do not impair 
those of any other nations. Via the Indian Ocean, the 
Soviet Union carries on its trade with dozens of African 
and Asian nations. For the Soviet Union this ocean is 
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the only warm water waterway between its western and 
eastern borders The Soviet Union ts doing extensive 
research and prospecting work in the Indian Ocean, in 
cluding space rescarch for peaceful purposes Finally 
the situation in the Indian Ocean has direct bearing on 
Soviet secunty 

It is 1n the interest of secunty that the Soviet Union 
keeps its ships ın the Indian Ocean Yet it is not moving 
its strategic forces into it and has never had nor is going 
to have, bases there Technologically, Soviet vessels are 
designed to perform purely defensive functions and 
cannot operate against the shore They are to provide 
protection not to attack or threaten anyone 

The Soviet Union stands ready to resume at any tıme 
the negotiations оп limiting naval activities ın the Indian 
Ocean which were broken off by the US Soviet tonnage 
in the Indian Ocean totals no more than half of the dis 
placement of one US aircraft carner Unlike the US the 
Soviet Union has never held any training exercises, has 
never staged a show of force, and has never created any 
threat to the security of the httoral nauons The Soviet 
Unionis not nor has its ever been part of any mılıtary 
and political alhances with. countries of the Indian 
Ocean basın while its treaties with some of them are 
underpinned by the interests of peace and fnendship 
such as the Soviet Indian treaty, which 1s not directed 
against any nation 

If demilitansation of the Indian Ocean 15 finally to get 
under way, there must be a new approach to, and un 
derstandıng of, the real causes behind tensions ın the 
region, and therefore, the abandonment of all sorts of 
fantasies and false tenets the most widespread of which 
are the sull current myths of "the Soviet military threat 
and of superpower nvalry in the Indian Ocean" 

Incidentally, these postulates are nothing new As 
early as 1928 Jawaharlal Nehru commenting on what 
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the British colonialists alleged to be a Russian threat to 
the secunty of India. and Russıas attempts to reach 
the Indian Ocean , sad For long years past, the bogey 
of a Russian invasion has been held up to us and has 
been made the excuse for vast expenditures on our ar 
maments [n the days of the Tsar we were told that the 
impenalism of Russia was forever dnving south covet 
ing an outlet to the sea, or may be India itself. The Tsar 
has gone and we are now told that India is threat 
ened by the Soviet Government ” 

The Soviet Union has for years now been urging nor 
malisation of the situation in the Indian Ocean. and is 
solidly behind the idea of turning it into a zone of peace 
and convening an international conference to this end 
Mikhail Gorbachev has said that the issue of the 
scheduled international conference is now central to the 
actıon for a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean I am 
emphasising our determination to work together with 
other interested nations to bnng about this forum to 
ensure that the Indian Ocean eventually becomes a 
sphere of the vital interests of the states of its littoral, 
not of some other nations, and that it becomes a zone of 
peace not of tension and conflict " 

Speaking ın New Delhi in November 1986 Mikhail 
Gorbachev built upon Soviet initiatives regarding the In 
dian Ocean by unveiling new Soviet proposals which 
came as a logical corollary to previous ones The aim of 
the new offers is to start demilitansation in the Indian 
Ocean. 

Mikhail Gorbachev said the Soviet Union. was pre 
pared 

to begin negotiations at any time with the United 
States, and other non littoral states which have naval 
vessels on a permanent basis in the Indian Ocean, on 
substantially reducing the size and activites of naval 
forces there, 
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to hold negotiauons with the United States and 
interested Asian countries on confidence building mea 
sures in the military field applicable to Asia and the ad 
jacent waters of the Indian and Pacifi oceans We may 
negotiate safe qualitative and numerical limits. on the 
warships, amphibious forces and aircraft of non littoral 
states ın the Indian Ocean Understandably, ships 
submannes and other carriers of nuclear weapons must 
be withdrawn from the Indian Ocean. We also have in 
mind setting certain restnctions on military manoeuvres 
held by the non littoral states, and notification of big 
exercises and transfers of troops carned out by these 
countries, 

to take part ın multilateral negotiations involving 
all states that are marıtıme users of the Indian Ocean in 
order to work out guarantees of the safety of sea lanes, 
including the Persian Gulf and the straits of Hormuz 
and Malacca, as well as guarantees of the sovereignty of 
littoral countnes over their natural resources, 

to take part in working out a mululateral agree 
ment on the safety of arr traffic over the Indian Ocean, 

to participate in drafting, and to become a party to, 
an international convention to combat terrorism on the 
seas and in the air 

If realised, these proposals would help to dramatically 
improve the situation ın the Indian Ocean Essentialiy, 
they call on all nations to cooperate on an equal footing 
to translate the peace zone 1dea into reality The trend 
towards positive action on the issue is becoming increa 
singly predominant 
Regional settlements and unblocking of regional con 

flicts are of great importance to the Asia Pacific region 
Here араш, there is a need for new mental attitudes. [t 15 
impermissible that regional conflicts should be regarded 
in the light of Soviet US nvalry In actual fact, they are 
rooted in the plight of the developing countries and in 
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the internal and regional problems generated either by 
the colonial past or by latter-day social processes and 
expansionist relapses or by the combination of these 
three factors 

What is equally impermissible is to see regional con 
flicts as a sort of permanent reserve with which to man 
oeuvre, in the context of confrontation, power politics 
into yet another area of nvalry between the two systems, 
particularly between the Soviet Union and the US The 
world today is ioo interrelated, and fighting ın one 
place can easily spill over into another, heightening ten 
sions around the world The new way of political think 
ıng also implies that, basically the solution of any con 
flict requires guarantees of the nght to self determina 
tion, with any conflicts to be settled by political, not 
military means 

Such is the Soviet attitude to conflicts and accumu 
lated problems in Asia. The Soviet Union is guided by 
the belief that any issue here can be setttled given good 
will and non interference from without. The Soviet view 
is that there are no insuperable obstacles to mutually 
acceptable relations between the countries of Indochina 
(Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea) and ASEAN (In 
donesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore 
and Brunei) 

The so-called Kampuchea issue must not stand in the 
way Kampuchea has the right to choose its friends and 
alles, and it is inadmissible that the future of this na 
tion should be decided in far away capitals or even at 
the UN As for the Vietnamese volunteers in Kampu 
chea, their phased pullout 1s expected to be completed 
by 1990 The programme for national reconciliation 
worked out by the Kampuchean leadership ın this regard 
has the full support of the Soviet Union. 

Kampuchea was able to launch this programme 
thanks to its successes on the social and economic front. 
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The profound and humane purpose of the national 
reconciliation policy is to stop the bloodshed to bnng 
peace to Kampuchea, to end intestine war and stnfe (the 
Pol Pot clique however shall never be forgiven by the 
Kampuchean people), to find ways of undoing the 
tangled web of national problems and to start building a 
prosperous Kampuchea amid national concord 

One major step toward nanonal reconciliation 1s a 
dialogue between Prime Minister Hun Sen of Kampu 
chea and Prince Norodom Sihanouk Their parley has 
been welcomed by all those who really want to see an 
early establishment of a lasting peace and concord in 
the long suffering land of Kampuchea. 

The commitment to peace and the good will of the 
people s government of Kampuchea, which have found 
expression ın its policy of national reconciliation, rep- 
resent a meaningful contribution to the efforts to pro- 
mote fnendship good neighbourly relahons and coop- 
eration in South East Asia. 

Of positive importance in this regard is the idea put 
forward by the three nations of Indochina which calls 
for agreement to establish a zone of peace and stability 
ın South East Asia simultaneously with a peace settle 
ment over Kampuchea. 

Normalisauon of Sino-Vietnamese relations and 
removal of the suspicion and distrust exisung between 
the two socialist nauons would go a long way toward 
improving the situation in the Asia Pacific regon This 
process would be welcomed by the Soviet Union. Viet 
nam has long been calling for talks with China at anv 
level, place or tme There is no reason why China and 
Vietnam should not come to the negouatng table 

There is a chance to end dangerous tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula and to tackle the national problem of 
the whole Korean people This chance is offered by 
North Koreas proposal to sign a peace treaty and a 


28 


А DIFFICULT YET REALISTIC OBJECTIVE 


non aggression pact between North and South to re 
place the existing armistice accord as well as to reduce 
the armed forces of both sides 

The Afghanistan issue, too 1s of senous importance 
to the region and indeed, to the international situation 
It 1s of special significance to the Soviet Union. Some 
readers might not know that the Soviet Union. and 
Afghanistan are long-standing and good neighbours 
The modern history of their relations started in October 
1917 Soviet Russia led by Lenin was the first country 
to announce official recognition of Afghanistan as an 
independent nation. In turn, Afghanistan was the first 
natıon to recognise Soviet Russia. 

In those distant years Lenin wrote that the establish 
ment of dıplomatıc relations between the two countnes 
opened broad prospects for mutual assistance against 
any encroachments by foreign predators upon each 
others freedom and property 

Being a good neighbour and dependable partner for 
decades the Soviet Union did provide such assistance 
when asked at an hour of need It was obliged to do so 
by the historical roots and long-standing tradıvons of 
good neighbourhness Ata ume difficult for the people 
and government of Afghanistan, the sons of the Soviet 
people losses notwithstanding, have stood by us," said 
President Nayıbullah. 

Guided by its new political philosophy the Sonet 
Union decided, by agreement with the Afghan govern 
ment, to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan. On 
February 8 this year Mikhail Gorbachev made a state 
ment which opened a way to peace on Afghan soil, and 
the accords signed in Geneva on Apni 14 provided the 
legal framework for a settlement over Afghanistan. 

Now Soviet troops are pulling out of Afghanistan, 
having fulfilled their nternabonalist duty They have put 
up a strong shield against the undeclared war started by 
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the enemies of the Afghan people. They have defended 
the freedom and independence of Afghanistan, foiling 
attempts by imperialist and reactionary quarters to force 
the country to develop in a way beneficial to themselves. 

They are leaving when the conditions are taking shape 
for a settlement in the interests of the Afghan people. 
They, in fact, have helped bring about these conditions, 
which enable the truly patriotic forces of Afghanistan to 
put their national reconciliation policy into effect. This 
policy offers real opportunities for a peace settlement 
that will end the bloodshed on Afghan soil. 

We are witnessing a new stage in the Soviet-Afghan 
relations of friendship and good neighbourliness. Ac- 
cording to the Soviet-Afghan communique issued in 
Tashkent on April 7, 1988, the main plank of this stage 
is strong support for national reconciliation in Afgha- 
nistan and provision of any assistance Afghanistan 
may need, including relief to the returning refu- 
gees, economic aid and promotion of social develop- 
ment. 

The emphasis is to be on economic aid. Already, the 
Soviet Union has helped build more than 250 industrial, 
farming and power projects in Afghanistan. More 
homes, schools, mosques, hospitals and child-care cen- 
tres are under construction. Soviet doctors, teachers and 
scientists are doing their best to help national economic 
development and the efforts to end backwardness. 

Today, there are growing direct links between Soviet 
republics, regions and cities with provinces and cities in 
Afghanistan. The Soviet Union supplies food, medi- 
cines, farming machinery and other equipment to Afgh- 
anistan, as well as providing specialist training. Contrary 
to Western allegations, the Soviet Union by no means 
seeks to make Afghanistan dependent on it economi- 
cally or to maintain its influence after withdrawal 
Afghanistan is living through a very difficult time. This 
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war torn country has suffered a lot and is longing for 
peace 

The Geneva accords have opened positive propspects 
for the establishment and consolidation of an independ 
ent, non aligned and neutral Afghanistan It ıs the dutv 
of the entire international community to help bring that 
about Afghanistan needs peaceful cargoes, not arms, 
Stıngers or booby traps 

The time has come to heal the wounds Afghanistan 
needs humanitarian aid. The progress of Afghanistan 1s 
the responsibility of all parties on which the peace pro- 
cess really depends The time has come to turn words 
into action Promises to stop interference in the domes 
tic affairs of Afghanistan must be matched by practical 
deeds as a test of responsibility and authentic humani 
tarıan concern Today Afghanistan is moving towards a 
peaceful future 

The expenence gained in handling the Afghanistan 
issue 15 of immense international significance It is proof 
of the UN s great potenual It provides an example of wise 
and constructive cooperation by the Soviet Union and 
the US, an example for third countnes to follow It gives 
an impetus to the efforts to settle regional conflicts in 
other parts of the world too 

So the Soviet policy of defusing conflict situations 1s 
part and parcel of its general strategy designed to end 
mılıtary confrontation and the nuclear danger in Asia 
and in the seas round it This policy combines the Soviet 
Unions own peace efforts and positive initiatives by 
other countries and forces In this way the Soviet Union 
applies its new political philosophy to Asia 

"Such, in general" says Mikhail Gorbachev in his 
book Perestroika. New Thinking for Our Country and 
the World, ^s our concept of the way the Asian nuclear 
knot should be unted By taking up the issue, the states 
situated in the region could embark upon building up a 
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regional secunty system What is actually meant by 
normal relations and a favourable situation for a region 
populated by two and a half billion people? It could be 
compared to building a house, with each of us putting a 
brick or two into its walls to raise an edifice of coopera 
tion and mutual understanding step by step, through 
common efforts This is a great, challenging, but feasible 


target " 
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What is important in the construction of such a 
building is bilateral cooperation, which could set an ex 
ample for other “builders to follow The Soviet Indian 
relanonship 1s a clear case of effective cooperauon of 
this kind This 1s because they hold similar or identical 
views on the outstanding issues of the day and on many 
regional questions They are both effectively committed 
to peace That the Soviet Union, the leading socialist 
nation, and India, the leader of the non aligned move 
ment, are acting together to promote peace reinforces 
the resolve of peace campaigners around the world to 
stand up to the aggressive imperialist forces 

Soviet Indian ties provide a model example of re 
latons between countries with different social and 
economic systems because they meet the vital interests 
of the people and have stood the test of ume Diversifi 
ed and dynamic economic, scientific and technological 
cooperation and trade between the Soviet Union and 
India 1s contrıbuting toward the development of their 
national economies 

At the same time the Soviet Union ıs giving its full 
support to the efforts by the government of India to 
consolidate its unity, independence and sovereignty 
These efforts are directed against both home grown 
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reachonanes and the outside forces anxious to se 
India departing from its independent foreign policies 

The Soviet Union puts a hıgh value on the role of In 
dia in world affairs in handling key international issue 
and in resolving critical situations 

Its constructive approach to the problems of our times 
its policy designed to further peace and security ın the 
world, and its resolute action against ımpenalısm, colo 
malısm and racism have all brought India international 
prestige and respect. 

The Soviet Union and India, the socialist world and 
the non aligned countnes are drawing closer together 
because they all understand that peace, disarmament 
and development are interrelated Initiatives bv the 
non aligned nations and Soviet action for peace detente 
and disarmament pursue the same objectives 

Asia is a special concern of the Soviet Union and In 
dia [t 1s not without reason that at the Soviet Indian 
summit in May 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev emphasised 
the urgent need to explore new ways of normalising the 
situation ın Asia. His suggestion, of course, was to con 
sider an omnibus approach to Asian secunty and con 
certed action by Asian nations to promote it. 

The good relationship and cooperation of the Soviet 
and Indian peoples are not just our own gain, they make 
an appreciable contribution to peace To quote Rajiv 
Gandhi, they are a “factor of global peace and stability " 
By force of their example, the two countnes prove that 
peaceful coexistence is a realistic proposition. 

For decades, Soviet Indian ties have been stable and 
strong, and have developed steadily But it would not be 
an exaggeration to say that in the past few years they 
have пеп to a new level, entenng a new phase The 
spirit of change and the new way of thınkıng are having 
an effect in this area too A high degree of confidence 
and openness, a sense of realism and open minded ap- 
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proaches to existing difficulties ın bilateral relations, and 
most important, a greater measure of cooperation and 
mutual responsibility with regard to international affairs, 
including key issues of global concern, are the hallmarks 
of Soviet Indian relations, which have stood the test of 
ume 

Traditional summit meetings have a specia role to 
play ın full blooded and dynamic Soviet Indian rel 
ations The past few years have seen further dialogues 
between Soviet and Indian leaders which have helped 
the cause of peace in Asia and worldwide 

The visits by Mikhail Gorbachev to Delhi and by 
Rajıv Gandhi to Moscow and the visit by Nikolai Ryzhkov 
to India, and many reciprocal visits by other leaders of 
the two countries as well as gala festivals going on in 
the Soviet Union and India all combine to give new 
substance to bilateral ties, ennching them and raising 
them to a higher level 

Soviet Indian relations have never been so full, dy 
namic, deep and wide ranging as ın the past few years 
Everything is important here But the acme of the So- 
viet Indian relationship, sealed by the Treaty of Peace, 
Fnendship and Cooperation, was the Delhi Declaration 
which set out the principles for a world free of violence 
and nuclear arms In the efforts to build such a world, 
the Delhi Declaration came as an history making devel 
opment, for it was signed by the leaders of two coun 
tnes which account for one-fifth of the world s popula 
ton That is a powerful force 1ndeed Moreover, this 
concise document is an expression of the concerns, 
wornes, suffering, aspirations and hopes of the whole of 
mankind It is greatly to the credit of India and the Soviet 
Union that they, as ıt were heard the voice of the entre 
planet, the central concern of its nations, and called on 
all of them to work together for a nuclear free and non 
violent world 
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The Declaration epitomises UN resolutions on йаг 
mament and non mılıtarısatıon of space the initiative: 
of the non aligned movement which until quite recenth 
concentrated mostly on regional and economuc issues 
but which ts now a potent positive force in the efforts t 
promote peace and avert the nuclear threat, as well a: 
the collective initiatives by Argentina, Greece, India 
Mexico, Sweden and Tanzania, which as a group are 
playing an appreciable role ın the world 

The Delhi Declaration is an expression of the new 
political philosophy of the day Indeed yesterday it jus! 
could not come into being But today the new politica 
outlook and the concept of universal secunty pro 
claımed by the 27th CPSU Congress are gaming ground 

Since the signing of the Delhi Declaration in Novem 
ber 1986 its humanitarian significance and the import 
ance of its principles ın dealing with global challenge 
have been increasingly evident The programme lan 
down in the Declaration has proved correct and effec 
tive 

The revolutionary change taking place in the Soviet 
Union 15 having a favourable effect on ınternatona 
developments, demolishing the enemy image of thc 
Soviet Union created in the West and debunking the 
myth of “the Soviet threat” In consequence, Western 
mılıtarısm 1s losing its political justification, and the 
baneful effects of massive arms spending are becoming 
increasingly evident 

Furthermore, the principles of the Delhi Declaration 
which primanly call for full and universal disarmament 
and for the elimination of nuclear arms and other wea 
pons of mass destruction, and urge disarmament for 
development, carry increasingly greater conviction To- 
day arms spending in the world totals about 900 billion 
dollars a year A monstrous figure indeed the more so 
that in the Third World 1 3 billion live in poverty, 800 
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mullion are starving, 1 5 billion have no access to health 
care, and one billion are homeless, according to the In 
ternational Conference on Disarmament and Develop 
ment held in New York in the autumn of 1987 

The developing countnes are getting increasingly 
involved in the spırallıng arms race According to US 
estimates, defence expenditures ın South Asia are 
growing faster than anywhere else In the last decade 
they have risen from 2 6 billion to 9 7 billion dollars, an 
increase of 350 per cent, while arms imports have gone 
up from 335 million to 2 5 billion dollars, an increase of 
500 per cent. 

There cannot be universal secunty unless there is 
economic security, and unless the world s economic, 
social and legal problems are resolved Today the inter 
national community is increasingly addressing itself to 
issues of underdevelopment, a new economic order, 
disarmament and development, and the political and 
social rights of the human being Witness the Interna 
tional Conference on Disarmament and Development 
held ın 1987, where the Soviet Union proposed esta 
blishing an international Disarmament for Development 
Fund to transfer the money resulting from arms cuts to 
the countnes ın need 

Participants in the conference showed a keen interest 
ın the idea, saying, however, that an undertaking of this 
kind would call for common efforts by different coun 
tnes, whereas the US had refused to even take part ın 
the conference 

“The world ıs one and its security 1s indivisible,” says 
the Ре Declarauon. East and West, North and South 
regardless of social systems, ıdeologıes, religion or race 
must join together ın a common commitment to йаг 
mament and development." 

Mikhail Gorbachev “The Delhi Declaration is un 
precedented It demonstrates an entirely new, philoso- 
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phical political approach to interstate relanons The re- 
cognition of the pnonty of universal human values in 
thus space and nuclear age forms the philosophical and 
ethical foundation. Though the document was elaborat 
ed by two countries its significance goes far beyond 
bilateral and regional boundanes ” 

The importance of the Delhi Declaration is growing 
as ume goes by as demonstrated by the penod since its 
adopuon The spint of the Delhi Declaration and its 
idea are entenng the fabnc of international relations 

[п fact, the continuing East West dialogue which 15 
substantive, open minded and effective both for East 
and West and for the world as a whole also means the 
Delhi Declaration in actıon 

Soviet US accords mean a victory of common sense, 
of the new political philosophy, of all progressive forces 
ın the world and the Soviet Union and India have made 
an unmatched common contnbuton to this tnumph 

The Delhi Declaration is now more than just a dec 
laratıon that a nuclear free and non violent world is a 
realistc proposition because any other kind of world 1s 
too dangerous The possibility of a safe peace ts equiva- 
lent to the need for such peace, while guarantees lie in 
an all-embracing secunty system, the building of which 
must be the concern of all countries and peoples There 
15 urgent need for positive action to keep up the mo- 
mentum for peace and disarmament. 

Humanity ıs hopeful about the future But fresh, con- 
certed efforts are essential to reinforce mankind s con 
fidence Soviet Indian fnendship holds pnde of place in 
this respect because “the Soviet Union and India repre- 
sent an example of good ınterstate relations, an example 
for others to emulate In our relations we see a budding 
world order ın which peaceful coexistence and mutually 
beneficial cooperation based on goodwill will be ши 
versal norms " 
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These words by Mikhail Gorbachev bear out the sig 
nıficance of the Soviet Indian relanonship of their 
common contribution to peace and to building a world 
free of violence and nuclear arms 
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V. LIMITLESS 
POTENTIALITIES FOR 
COOPERATION 


An integrated approach to peace and stability ın the 
Asia Pacific regon imphes promotion of economic 
cooperation In this sense, perestroika ın the Soviet Un 
юп comes as an invitation for countnes to develop а 
new system of coordinates ın their economic relation 
ships 

Perestroika seeks radical change in the structure of 
the Soviet economy on the basis of the latest technolog 
са] advances External economic ties, which are also 
being overhauled are to play a considerable role in the 
reform process The country is taking an increasingly 
greater part ın world economic affairs, extending its 
scientific, trading and economic links. with socialist, 
western and developing countnes 

As well as strengthening of the principles of planning, 
improvement ın the Soviet economic machinery in 
cludes the extension of nghts and responsibilities. of 
branch munistnes and of individual and amalgamated 
enterpnses, which will be expected to directly partıcıp- 
ate in international cooperation with their external 
economic operations considered to be a major part of 
their work These operations are normally carned out in 
the context of self sufficiency in terms of hard currency, 
and the results are part of the overall outcome of their 
work and has direct bearing on the formation of econ 
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omic incentive funds and hard currency funds Thus the 
producer performs export import operations without 
inter agents and is in a position to set up Joint ventures 
with foreign firms The number of Soviet economic en 
tities allowed to enter foreign markets on their own 15 
fast increasing. with. more than 30 joint ventures with 
foreign firms already established 

In economic terms, Moscow considers the Asia Pa 
cıfic region to be quite promising. This region is under 
going rapid change In the past decade the Pacific 
nations have been ahead of other regions of the capital 
ist world in terms of average annual economic growth 
6 5 per cent as against 4 8 for Latın America and 3 7 for 
the EEC In the mid 70s the share of the Asia Pacific 
region in world trade doubled and cargo traffic via the 
Pacific has long been greater than in the Indian Ocean 
What is conducive to the development and growth of 
regional cooperation is the emergence of Japan as a 
leading nation India has vast potentialıtes and its ac 
complishments are obvious The role of the newly in 
dustnalised countries (NICs) in East Asia is growing, a 
favourable factor being the steady development of the 
socialist countries of Asia, China in particular. Unargu 
ably the perestroika process of change in the Soviet 
Union stimulates regional economic cooperation The 
development of the Asia Pacific region 1s in the objec 
tive interests of the Soviet Union, which 1s giving in 
creased prionty to the development of Siberia and the 
Far East 

Today the Soviet Union has trading and economic 
links with 86 countnes of Asia, Africa and Laun Am 
enca. Trade with them (at current prices) had nsen to 
172 bilhon roubles by 1986, from 08 billion in the 
mid 50s The biggest growth has been in trade with the 
developing countries of Asia, India first and foremost 
The past few years have seen changes in the composition 
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of goods being traded, with manufactured products and 
semi manufactures such as machinery and equipment, 
textiles, garments, pharmaceuticals and handı.raft artı 
cles accounting for about 60 per cent of Indian exports 
to the Soviet Union. The forms of Soviet Indian trade 
and economic cooperation are being improved The two 
nations are explonng the possibilities of co-production 
and joint building projects ın third countries Private 
firms in India are doing increasingly greater trade with 
the Soviet Union. The Indo-Soviet Chamber of Com 
merce and Industry, established ın 1986, brıngs together 
many Indian business leaders who want to export their 
own goods and to import Soviet products, above all 
machinery and equipment 

Soviet Indian. trading and economic ties. provide a 
good example too Objectively, the two countries have 
many identical social and economic pnontes Current 
reforms and economic modernisation in the Soviet Un 
юп are ın harmony with the interests of India, which 
seeks to boost its social and economic development to 
ensure that it moves into the 21st century as an econ 
omically advanced nation 

The two countries economic priorities. call for new 
approaches to cooperaton Their efforts to thus end 
have resulted ın an agreement on guidelines for trade 
and economuc, scientific and technological cooperation 
ın the period till the year 2000, signed by Mikhail 
Gorbachev and Rajıv Gandhi ın Moscow ın May 1985 
The accord lays special emphasis on technological in 
novation, modernisation and refurbishing, increased 
productivity, and new projects, above all ın the fuel and 
energy sector 

Talks to this effect progressed satisfactonly durıng 
Mikhail Gorbachev s visit to India in November 1986 

The visit ended in an agreement seen as the most 
wide-ranging yet in bilateral cooperation It provides for 


42 


POTENTIALITIES FOR COOPERATION 


the construction of a 2 4 million kilowatt power scheme 
and of four mines to produce 8 million tons of coking 
coal a year, for the refurbishing and modernisation of 
the Bokaro steel mill (4 mıllıon tons a year), and for in 
tegrated oil and gas prospecting For these purposes the 
Soviet Union has extended a soft government loan to 
India the biggest yet ın the two countries’ economic 
relations 

At the tme of the inauguration of the Festival of India in 
the Soviet Union ın the summer of 1987, the two 
countries signed an integrated long term programme for 
bilateral scientific and technological cooperation in 
pnonty areas such as biotechnology and ımmunology, 
matenals technology, laser and space technology, 
development of powerful electron accelerators, 
underground water location techniques, computer 
technology and electronics, and the use of catalysts The 
programme also envisions basic research in 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, astronomy and 
biology, and identifies promising areas for cooperation 
ın science and technology, including 
magnetohydrodynamıc generators, high voltage current 
transmission over long distances, instrument making 
and machine building 

Clearly, Soviet Indian cooperation and business ties 
are truly wide-ranging But what really matters is that they 
provide a model example of relations between two 
nations with different social systems Indeed, the 
experience of cooperation amassed by the Soviet Union 
and India could well be effectively utilised in Soviet 
relations with other countries, including those ın the 
Asia Pacific regon Of course trading and economic 
links between the Soviet Union and India have their 
tradıttons and are underpinned by long experience, 
which combine to make innovation easier What 
appears to be more important, though, 1s that India and 
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the Soviet Union are rather different countnes and the 
experience of their cooperation bears out the all round 
nature of their relatıons, based on equality mutual 
benefit and confidence The potential for cooperation of 
this kind ıs virtually limitless That applies to the 
Asia Pacific region too 

The Soviet Unions plan for its Far Eastern region 1s 
to build an efficient economic infrastructure there as 
part of the system of national and international division 
of labour Under the plan, growth rates ın the 
construction of housing and recreational and service 
facıhtes ın industrial output ın export capabilities and 
in food production in the Far East and east of Lake 
Baikal will be higher than the national average The plan 
seeks conservation activities and measures to ensure the 
wise use of natural resources Furthermore, the Soviet 
Union wants to see wide ranging trade and economic 
exchanges with the socialist countries of Asia and with 
Japan Australıa, Indonesia and Thailand, among others 

Therefore, ın line with its concept of accelerated 
social and economic development, the Soviet Union is 
giving increased pnonty to the terntory east of the Urals, 
the economic potential of which is several times that of 
the European part of the country 

Taking part in the development of that terntory could 
be joint firms and ventures set up in collaboration with 
the business communities of the Asia Pacific region 

March this year saw the founding of a Soviet National 
Committee on Asian Pacific Cooperation, comprising 
members of mass and government organisations and of 
economic, research and external trade establishments 
The Committee will promote trade and economic, 
scientific and technological cooperation between the 
Soviet Union and the countries of Asia and the Pacific, 
as well as helping the creation of an advanced economic 
infrastructure in the country s Far East. The Committee 
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ıs now working out concepts for Sovet external 
economic ties in the Asia Pacific dimension. It will take 
part in the drafting of guidelines for economic 
cooperation with the countnes of the region and with 
the Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference and its 
national committees 

There are ample opportunities for greater 
cooperation between the Soviet Union and Asian 
nations, as the economic potential of Soviet terntory 
east of the Urals is truly inexhaustible That dynamic 
and promising region is open to establishing links with 
any country of the Asia Pacific region 

By stepping up its exports of industrial equipment to 
developing countries, the Soviet Union can considerably 
increase its imports of their products The expenence of 
Soviet Indian ties serves to show how effective such 
cooperation can be 

Recent years have seen some progress in Soviet 
Chinese economic relations, which have quite a long 
history In the past, the economies of the two countries 
were complementary In his Vladıvostok speech, 
Mikhail Gorbachev outlined major prospects for 
cooperation, such as water management in the Amur 
basin (where, according to Chinese estimates a chain of 
five to seven big and medium sized hydroelectnc 
stations could be built), assistance in building a rail hnk 
between the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and 
Kazakhstan, and cooperatıon ın space 

Great emphasis is on more effective trade and 
economic, scientific and technological tes with 
Vietnam, Mongolia and North Korea 

There are good opportunities for doing business with 
Japan to mutual benefit Both the Soviet Union and 
Japan have shown interest ın economic. cooperation 
The time has come to consider setting up Joint ventures 
ш Soviet and Japanese regions close or adjacent to one 
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another There is a possibility of long term cooperation 
ın oceanographıc research, in the exploitation of manne 
resources, and in peaceful uses of space 


The Soviet Union intends to continue. developing 
mutually beneficial and durable links with the ASEAN 
countries on a bilateral and multilateral basis with due 
regard to ASEANs increased role ın world and 
regional polincs and in international economic affairs, 
and its growing interest in closer relations with. the 
Soviet Union. This interest was demonstrated dunng an 
exchange of visits with. ASEAN at foreign. ministers 
level 

Trade and economic, scientific and technological 
cooperation are on the rise in the Asia Pacific region 
not only between states within one particular economic 
system, capitalist or socialist, but also between nations 
of different social systems 1t appears important that this 
process should be given the necessary dynamism and 
momentum 

In view of this, and working for peace and security in 
Asia and the Pacıfic the Soviet Union calls for greater 
cooperation in a vanety of areas, including development 
of productive forces manpower traınıng new energy 
sources, nuclear included, conservation measures and 
rational use of living and mineral resources of seas and 
oceans, medical research and health care, control of 
natural disasters and measures to deal with their 
aftermath These activities require concerted effort and 
participation by all countries concerned The Soviet 
Union 15 prepared to employ its economic, scientific 
and technological capabilities for these purposes 

“Setung the task of full scale action on the external 
economic front with a view to boosting our 
development, we have in mind a phased restructuring of 
foreign trade, making exports and imports more 
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effective” Mikhail. Gorbachev told the 27th CPSU 
Congress 

That would be beneficial to all other countnes too 
and would help the cause of peace in general The 
axiom 1s that foreign policy is a conunuation of 
domestic policy The basic aims pursued by the Soviet 
state on the external political front, including the 
Asia Pacific dimension, were formulated by the 27th 
CPSU Congress They flow from the very fundaments of 
sociahst society and are bound up with long term 
domesuc goals of speeding up social and economic 
development of the country and rebuilding the life of its 
people These pnontes accord with the desire of the 
Soviet people to do constructive work and hve ın peace 
with all navons, trading and cooperating with them. In 
the world today successful handling of nauonal 
prontes largely depends on international factors, 
including the level of cultural, trading and economuc 
links between nations Promotion of these relations 15 
the order of the day New atutudes must spread to thus 
area too 


So it appears nght and proper to regard the Soviet 
Union s reform programme and new philosophy and 
Asan countnes, ın thew interrelanonship since the 
domesuc and external aspects of perestroika are 
interrelated and similar in essence Perestroika sa 
factor for renewal in international relations as well as ın 
Soviet society According to Prime Minister Raj 
Gandhi of India, perestroika has already produced 
major results ın East West relations, notabiv ın arms 
control, troops withdrawal and confhct settlement 
Within the Soviet Union perestroika ıs giving fresh vital 
force to the economy, facilitating faster growth. 
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The internal and external aspects of perestroika are 
inseparable primarily because its aim 1s to tap the full 
potential of socialism for the benefit of humanity in the 
economic, social, political and cultural sense If this goal 
is to be achieved, international affairs too must be 
onented to providing the necessary conditions, 
guaranteeing the right to hive, first and foremost, a right 
which cannot be realised without putung up a strong 
barner to nuclear disaster 

Perestroika 15 reversing unfavourable trends and 
Speeding up the countrys social and economic 
development It ıs intended to end  fruitless 
confrontaton ın the world, to promote high moral 
standards and harmonise interests, urging a move away 
from the balance of terror to a balance of reason, and 
from national self centeredness to cooperation 

In the context of openness and greater democracy, 
perestroika makes for more active political, social, 
intellectual and emotional hfe within the Soviet Union 
and stimulates political activity around the world, 
promoting peoples diplomacy and frankness, and 
openness and equality among nations 

The radical revolutionary nature of perestroika in the 
Soviet Union prompts an active foreign policy designed 
to put an end to stereotypes, prejudices and 
confrontatiomst policies, to achieve mutual 
understanding, genuine stability and secunty, and to 
build a nuclear free and non violent world 

Without a doubt, perestroika is having an effect on the 
international climate Perhaps its most significant result 
ıs the growing understanding that the world s problems 
cannot be resolved through old eonfrontationist 
approaches, their solution requires new pohtcal 
philosophy The urgent need ıs to embrace thıs 
philosophy 

The ment of perestroika 1s that 1t points to the only 
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right dimension within. which nations should interact. 
A factor of international life, perestroika calls for 1ts 
restructunng, which is long overdue And if the 
Russian word perestroıka has easily entered the 
international lexicon, this is due to more than just interest 
ın what 1s going on in the Soviet Union. Now the whole 
world needs restructuring, 1e progressive development, 
a fundamental change " 

These words by Mikhail Gorbachev, which conclude 
his book on perestroika and its ımplıcatıons for our 
country and the world are of equal importance to 
Europe and Asia. 
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